Greyhnunds In Need of Aduptian Inc. (GINA)

Welcome to Fall

Well, 1 guess the first question | can ask everyone is
where did the summer go? This is not an unusual
question, | ask it every year. As | gather all my thoughts
together to get this edition of the HomeStretch out to all
of you, it just seems like | finished up the spring edition.
I'm sure everyone had a busy summer, enjoying
vacations, cottages, long weekends or just the occasional
day off for good behaviour. Now we are back into a
more “normal” routine, | know that my hounds always
appreciate the less hectic schedule, let's face it they do
love their routines. Time to dig through the closets for
coats, boots, muffs, and then maybe find your own fall
and winter coats. | keep saying that my hounds have a
better wardrobe than | do, at least they all match!

Hope everyone enjoys this edition. | would like to thank
all of you that contributed to this newsletter. For those of
you that are still sitting on the fence about submitting an
article please don't be shy, these newsletters are only as
good as their content. Enjoy!

Did You Know?
Gina Sciortino

GINA currently enjoys excellent working relationships
with three suppliers of retired Greyhounds: Greyhound
Pets of America - Central Florida (GPA-CF) located on
the central east coast of Florida whose primary objective
is the placement of Greyhounds retiring from Melbourne
Greyhound Park. Greyhounds that cannot be adopted
locally are shipped to other qualified adoption agencies in
non-racing states and Canada several times per year;
Central lllinois Greyhound Adoption (CIGA) - located in
Central lllinois. Similar to GPA-CF, CIGA is a support
group that helps to move greyhounds from the Dubuque
Greyhound Park track in lowa to adoption groups
throughout the U.S. and into Canada; and from Linda
Jensen who works tirelessly moving dogs that have been
petted out from Wonderland Greyhound Park in Revere,
Massachusetts and Raynham Greyhound Park in
Raynham, Massachusetts into adoption groups.

If you have adopted a dog from GINA in the past five
years or so, then chances are, your dog came from one
of these three sources!

Welcoming New Hounds
Donna Halas

It takes only one day for a greyhound to change from an
active racer to a retired greyhound pet. It is a busy day
that GINA members plan for weeks in advance.

When the number of foster homes is determined, the
dogs are ordered, fixed and prepared for the transition.
On our end, the transportation for the GINA dogs is
coordinated and the volunteers for the bathing are
organized. The transportation day is a long one, but one
that is often filled with fun and a lot of work for some.
The dogs all have a long haul from their origin. Most
have begun their journey long before the average person
gets up in the morning. In the case of Florida dogs,
before lunchtime the day before is when they start their
gruelling trip. With the generous help of two Buffalo-
based greyhound groups and other more distant
volunteers, the dogs usually arrive in the Buffalo area
later in the dog run-day.

The anticipation just before seeing our new set of pups is
always the best part. When the dogs have been turned
over to GINA in Buffalo, they are brought over the border,
usually with not too much of a fuss then on to our bathing
site. On some occasions, the Buffalo-based groups let
us bathe our dogs with theirs and then the dogs are
Canada bound from there. Before the dogs go in to their
new foster homes, the dogs have to be bathed, checked
for fleas and ticks; ears cleaned and checked for any
obvious health problems. Anything notable is recorded
and sent on to the attending vet ahead of their
appointments that week. They are fed and then allowed
to relax for a short time before heading out to their foster
homes. In the mean time, all the new paperwork for the
dogs are checked and organized. The adoption
packages are put together with new collars, leashes,
muzzles, toothbrush, toothpaste, Strongid T and any
necessary extras. The dogs are normally picked up at
the bathing site by their new foster families. They then
head home after an incredibly long day to begin their
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Feature Article

SECOND CHANCE AT LIFE
- THE PRISON DOG PROGRAM -

September 6th, 2007. That was my due date! Yes, we
were expecting our third greyhound and we were going to
a prison to pick him up! Early that morning we met up
with the Training Director of The National Greyhound
Foundation, which founded the Second Chance at Life
(SCAL), prison program and is in partnership with several
prisons in the United States. These prisons take in newly
retired racing greyhounds to be fostered by an inmate for
a period of from eight to 10 weeks. The dog will stay with
the inmate 24/7 and the inmate is responsible for the
dog's well being. The dog is fed, exercised, groomed and
given obedience training by the inmate. The prisoner
receives unconditional love from the greyhound and both
the dog and the inmate receive a Second Chance at Life!
Any inmate wishing to be in this program must adhere to
very strict rules and if the rules are broken he is asked to
leave the program. Fewer greyhounds are returned after
being through this program and it is hoped that fewer
inmates will return to prison after being in the program.

We were to follow others to the prison and after driving
some distance we turned into a very long and winding
driveway. My heart was beginning to beat a little faster. |
spotted a beautiful black greyhound sitting with the
Program Director of the prison at a picnic table. Could he
be mine? (I secretly hoped that he was!) Then we turned
again and | lost sight of him. Could that mean he wasn't
my dog? Were we going somewhere else? Then we
turned and | saw him again. Could this be my new boy?
My heart now felt like it was in my throat and | couldn't
speak. Dare | even hope he was Mojo. It was graduation
day and many dogs were leaving that day.

We parked the cars. Everyone got out and this stunning
black dog was prancing toward us, the Program Director
at his side. Yes, it was Mojo. By now we had Matt and
Mariah out of the car as well so all three dogs blissfully
met and said their ‘hellos’. All of Mojo's worldly
possessions were handed to me in a bag which has his
name on it and in the bag was his blanky, toothbrush and
toothpaste, a couple of toys and a light jacket matching
his collar, which he will wear on special occasions. | also
received a daily journal written by Mojo's inmate so | am
well aware of Mojo's habits, likes, dislikes, how many
times he was bathed, groomed, didn't eat his breakfast,
threw up, and even that he had a sore paw and missed
his obedience class once or twice. This journal is
scrutinized by the organizers at the National Greyhound
Foundation and if the dog needs any special attention,
i.e., if it is lame, has diarrhea, is aggressive in any way,
not eating, etc. they will look into the matter and give the
inmate instruction on how to correct the situation. Mojo
came to us socialized and with basic obedience training,
i.e., he will Sit, Stay, Down, Heel and Come!! He was
also pretty sure of himself on the stairs. It should be
noted that the dogs are not treat trained ... they will do
their commands just because you ask them to!!!

The Prison Program is a Win/Win situation in that it
serves as a foster home (freeing up foster homes which
are so much in demand). It gives the inmates a real
reason for getting up in the morning and getting such
unconditional love from the dog they are with 24/7. The
rules are much the same for the dogs in prison as they
are in a foster home i.e., they are not allowed on the
beds, they are not allowed to beg for food, they are
crated, etc.

The inmates naturally become very attached to the dog
being fostered and to eliminate any separation anxiety,
the day the dogs leave for their adoption group or forever
home is the same day a whole new run of dogs enters
the SCAL program. Adoption partners will go to the
prison to pick up the dogs and arrange for them to be
placed with adoption groups. The dogs’ profiles are
posted on the SCAL website and adoption groups choose
dogs which will match up with the needs of their
adopters. In our case, we had the privilege of going
directly to the prison to pick up Mojo and what a thrill that
was. | couldn't believe my eyes when | saw this gorgeous
black hound waiting at the prison compound for us to
come and take him home.

Mojo came to us with the understanding that he is cat/kid
safe and so far that has certainly proven to be the case.
We could not have asked for a better fit than if he was
made to order, but | guess he was made to order! Mojo is
a most welcome addition to our family. He loves people in
general and is always playing with the children next door
to us and he and our cat get along very well. He is fitting
into our family perfectly and without incident. They each
know the boundaries and seem to be happy to live by
them. When we go for walks Mariah walks between Matt



and Mojo and thinks she is on top of the world with her
mates around to protect her. She must feel like a
princess with her big brothers around for safety.

Jo-Anne and Bob Sauve
and of course Matt, Mariah and Mojo :)

BlackJack’s Final Race
By Renee Cotton

BlackJack died at home with me on May 21%, 2007. This
proud racer has lost his battle with cancer.

In the last issue of HomeStretch | reported Jack's
progress with the diagnosis of osteosarcoma and
chemotherapy treatments.

He seemed to steadily progress until just before his fourth
chemo treatment. He was becoming more tired, sleeping
more, losing weight (20 pounds total loss), drinking more,
eating more slowly (remember that Jack was a counter
surfer), losing muscle tone, less physical stamina - he
would pull on lead to go around to our back door so that
he wouldn't have to do the stairs. He was beginning to
pant and cough, and a lump was growing almost visibly
at his surgery site. Black diahrrea developed. The life
force was ebbing out of him.

On May 17th we went to OVC for his chemotherapy and
cytology of the lump on his side. He was diagnosed with
lymphoma. His post mortem showed that he was full of
cancer.

Dr. G. Couto of Ohio State University commented that he
had not seen these two cancers in one greyhound before.

Jack did not have chemotherapy at this time, as a change
in medication would need to be made relative to the
additional diagnosis. We were scheduled to return on
May 24th; however, Jack died three days prior to this
appointment.

| am so glad that Jack died at home with me, as opposed
to having to have him euthanized - probably when we
returned for the appointment on May 24th.

| had Uma euthanized at OVC just three years before.
Neither way is easy. The focus always needs to be on
the quality of life for the greyhound, and in Jack's case,
he took the situation into his own "paws".

BlackJack was a special hound - however, they are all
special aren't they.

Jack came to us a couple of months after Uma died.
Similarly, Morgan came to us in July, a couple of months
after Jack died. Both Jack and Morgan were rebound
hounds, both magnificent hounds that | feel blessed to
have had the opportunity to care for.

Jack can never be replaced; to me he was such a
gentleman, my "old soul". However, to me, the best way
to honour the memory of a much-loved greyhound, is to
provide a loving home for another one to live out their
lives in comfort and peace, when their racing career is
finished.

| feel so incredibly fortunate to have had the opportunity
to have three handsome greyhounds in my life. The
focus is to meet the needs of these wonderful hounds, as
opposed to just meeting our needs to be owned by such
beautiful, gracious creatures. | echo the sentiments that |
wrote in 2004 with regard to Uma's death - the deep
sadness when their life is over, lost to hideous diseases,
but also their loyalty, their affectionate nature and the joy
they bring into our lives.

Continued from page 1

transformation into their life as a pet. When the dogs are
gone, a quick clean up of the bathing site is in order and
inventory is taken of foster dog items and supplies. It is
then that the last of the volunteers can head home.

Sometimes the next run is set within days of the previous
one. We then prepare for and anticipate our next batch
of newbies. The steady stream of dogs into GINA is only
feasible because of the volunteers and foster homes that
help the process take place. Knowing you have helped
these dogs on their long journey is the reward. There
isn't another reason that would be as worthwhile anyway.

Bathing Site Appeal

Gina Sciortino

GINA is currently seeking a new location for a bathing
site and we are appealing to you, our membership, for
volunteer assistance in this regard.

The bathing site is an integral part of our group and quite
literally the hub of our operations. It is the central
meeting point where all new dogs entering our program
are bathed to clean off all the dirt and grime (and other
stuff!) from the kennel, the racetrack and the long journey
to us. They are also fed and rested and all paperwork is
processed before they take the next step on their journey
towards their final destination as a loved and valued
family pet.




There are a few things we require in a bathing site: most
important are hot and cold running water, a walk-in
shower is optimal; but not mandatory (a regular bath tub
will do!). There should be a clear area large enough for
several people to work in and to house four to six Vari-
Kennels, a grooming table and for storage of several
other permanent boxes containing items such as
muzzles, collars and leashes, coats, grooming supplies,
etc. As this will most likely be a basement, dog-friendly
stairs are a must.

A location in the GTA would be an asset; however, we
recognize the merit in having more than one bathing site
(one in the west and one in the east) and consideration
will be given to all offers.

If you've ever wanted to get a first hand look at our
newest batch of fosters, or that rarest of all breeds, and
the unsung heroes of our organization — a Foster Mum or
Dad - this would be an excellent opportunity for you to
get in the centre of it all and to contribute to GINA in a
very, very significant way!

We would like to extend sincere thanks to Valerie Jones
for hosting us for all these years — thanks to you Val,
there are many Greyhounds lounging on couches all over
southern Ontario and the Greater Toronto Area!

Please contact GINA if you have a location you would
like to volunteer or if you have any leads and/or
suggestions for a new bathing site.

Picnic 2007 Wrap-up

Jennifer Little

Sunday, August 19 marked the biggest social and
fundraising event of the GINA calendar—Picnic Day
2007! For the second time, Team GINA met up at Bronte
Creek Park for a day of greyhound camaraderie at the
aptly named “Grey Picnic Area.” The weather was
Goldilocks-perfect—not too hot, not too cold. Over 100
humans and 40 hounds enjoyed many events including a

50/50 draw, barbeque, raffle, auction, and so on. This
year's event brought in $1185, net.

We couldn’t have done this without the support of our
membership and its donation of time, food, drink and
auction items! To all of you that volunteered, thank you
so very much. A huge Thank You goes to Jennifer
Christianson and Julie Cockton who assisted in picnic
planning—you were both a tremendous help.

Our deepest thanks to the following volunteers of time,
auction items, picnic supplies and financial support:

Alisha Navarro (2Hounds Design) Barbara McCully
Bev Calvert & Ruth Coursey Brant Farrell
Cara-Lea Suttie (Critter Cozies)  Casual Bling

Dale Copland Donna & Paul Halas
Gina & Charlie Sciortino Greyhound Gang
Heather Maclnnis Hilary Leopold
Jadzia & Dave Weir James Tourangeau
Jen Little & Craig Kodama Jefferson Family
Joe Caradonna Julie Cockton

Kim Mancuso & Paul King Lesley Savoie
Linda Dadswell Maria & Dean Caya
Paule & John McMahon Natalie Sciortino
Stephanie Nerlich Teresa Cornwell
Tim Welsh

Greyhound Supporters of the National Capital Region

NEWS & UPDATES

Annual General Meeting and

Elections
Gina Sciortino

Our group’s Annual General Meeting and Elections were
held at the Holiday Inn in Oakville on Sunday, September
30th. The meeting was well attended and following the
Board Members’ presentations, good discussion ensued
about what the future might hold for GINA. A special
thank you to all of you who could make it to this very
important event. On behalf of everyone in the group, |
would like to take this opportunity to thank the outgoing
Board Members - Robert Winter, Jennifer Little and
Barbara Gill-Lazroe for their hard work and dedication
throughout their terms of appointment. Your accomplish-
ments are many and we truly owe you a debt of gratitude.

| would also like to introduce you to and ask you to
please join me in welcoming your new Board of Directors:

Paul Halas — President donna-paul.halas@sympatico.ca

Craig Kodama - Vice President craig.kodama@bbdo.ca

Kim Mancuso - Treasurer (Returning)
kmancuso@Icmsecurity.com

Jennifer Christianson — Secretary jlxianson@gmail.com




Disappointingly, there were no nominations for the
position of Director of Adoptions; therefore, the position
remains unfilled. | have agreed to continue in my role as
Acting Director of Adoptions until December 31, 2007; in
the meantime, we are actively seeking someone who
could fill this position. Please note: the position of
Director of Adoptions would be ideal for two GINA
members who are “a couple” (i.e., a husband-and-wife
team) or even just two very good friends who can work
well together — the job can very easily be segmented and
the responsibilities divided between two people. If you
are at all interested or know someone who may be, but is
too modest to come forward on their own, please contact
me for more details.

The Massachusetts Greyhound

Adoption Trust Fund Grant
Bob Winter

To encourage greyhound groups to adopt dogs who have
raced in or are schooled in Massachusetts, the
Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resources in
conjunction with the Greyhound Care and Adoption
Council are offering qualified adoption groups grants for
each Massachusetts dog entering the group’s program.
The grant is quite generous, offering a standard $200.00
per dog to cover spay/neuter, teeth cleaning, heartworm
testing, tick titre and inoculations as needed, up to and
including a $1,000 maximum to cover the cost of medical
care of any qualified greyhound injured during racing or
schooling at a Massachusetts track.

There was only one other Canadian group in a Montreal,
Quebec suburb approved by the State of Massachusetts
to receive the grant; so we were very much alone in
providing all of the information, which the state
requested.

As you can imagine, a lot of information was required to
obtain such a generous grant. On October 15, 2006 we
submitted a 93 page application to the Massachusetts
Department of Agricultural Resources in Boston.

As we all know, the wheels of any government take time.
Finally, on February 8th, 2007 we received a letter from
the Department of Agricultural Resources requesting
additional information.  This was provided and we
received our copy of an executed contract with the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts Department of
Agricultural Resources on March 15th, 2007. Thus, our
application had been successful and GINA was eligible to
receive funds from the grant.

The grant applies mainly to greyhounds that have
ended their careers at racetracks located in the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts “provided such
greyhounds have had at least one start and/or official
schooling in Massachusetts.” The grant may provide
funds to:

Provide educational tools to assist persons interested
in adopting greyhounds to ensure appropriate
transition from racing to domestication for the
greyhounds

Prepare a list of licensed veterinarians with
experience in the care and treatment of racing
greyhounds and make the Ilist available to
prospective adopters

Provide adequate food, water, shelter and medical
care, for greyhounds prior to adoption, find adoptive
homes, and coordinate adoptions

Provide for spay/neuter of greyhounds
Acclimation of the greyhound
Promotional efforts.

In addition to the funds received from the Greyhound
Trust Fund mentioned above, we may submit a request
for additional funds based upon specific emergencies of
any nature or type, including a medical emergency for
funds expended for a particular greyhound in our care
and custody. We will be submitting a request for
coverage of the additional medical expenses for Double
Dip.

To date we are in the process of submitting requests for
reimbursement for eight dogs, which came from
Massachusetts and entered GINA’s adoption program.

What's All the Chatter About?

If you haven't already done so, this is your invitation to
subscribe to Greyt Chatter, an informal, e-mail forum for
GINA members only where you can connect with fellow
GINA members, post pictures and messages, gather
information, plan social events (such as the last “Walkies,
Anyone?” get together at the Kortright Conservation
Centre, where a group of wonderful hounds and their
humans gathered for a mid-morning walk. The hounds
were thoroughly tired and happy when finished and
afterwards everyone, hounds and humans alike, sat
under a wonderful shady tree and had something to eat
and drink — all in all, everyone had a GREYT time!) and
generally talk about life with a Greyhound!

If you are interested in getting in on all the fun, send an
e-mail requesting membership to Jennifer Christianson,
our Greyt Chatter List moderator at:

greyt_chatter-owner@yahoogroups.ca

and join in!




Meet'N'Greets Are Coming!

Anna D’Aguanno, our Promo Events Co-
Ordinator/Volunteer Scheduler has been busy knocking
on doors, tearing up the phone lines, and filling up cyber
space and has finally managed to connect with AND
meet with the head honcho for South Central Ontario
PetSmart Adoptions and Services! The Director was
quite impressed with our organization and very
supportive about working with us to set up regular
events!

But wait, THERE'S MORE!! In addition to the in-store
Meet'n'Greets, we will be registered with PetSmart
Charities. PetSmart has a fund to which all adoption
groups can apply for grants for various needs AND, they
will give GINA $5.00 for every adoption we process while
registered with them! Now that may not sound like a lot,
but every little bit helps!

A reminder that Anna is also developing a database of
active volunteers, which in time, we hope will help our
other Coordinators (e.g. Transportation Coordinator,
Home Visit Coordinator, Greysitting Coordinator, etc.) fill
their requests for volunteer resources. If any of you are
interested in participating in an upcoming Meet'n'Greet,
or in volunteering in any other capacity, for example
FOSTERING, transporting dogs, FOSTERING,
conducting Home Visits, FOSTERING, Greysitting,
FOSTERING, helping out at our Picnic, FOSTERING,
Fostering or FOSTERING, please contact Anna at
<amd.private@rogers.com>, please be sure to use
“VOLUNTEERING for GINA” in your subject line so your
message doesn’t end up getting filtered out. Anna will
add you to her database and forward your area of
interest to the appropriate Coordinator.

Way to go, Anna!

Getting to Know Your Greyhound

Elaine Adams

Trancing (not a seizure)

One greyhound behaviour that deserves mention in their
medical information is “trancing.” Some greys seem to go
into a trance when they brush their back against low
hanging branches or bushes. They may actually stand
motionless for several minutes with their eyes glazed
over as they seem to be feeling the touch of the
branches. My own boy Trey does this all the time so | did
some hunting on the web and found out exactly what it
was that he was doing.

This odd behaviour has caused some concern to
adopters who think it might be a seizure. It is not a
seizure! It's not even unique to greyhounds - other
breeds reported to do this include the bull terrier and
basset hound. They can be roused by a gentle nudge,
and it seems to be harmless trait.

Nitting
(not aggressive biting)

Another behaviour trait of some greyhounds is called
“nitting.” When a Greyhound is very happy, and loves
their “person” they may nibble at their arm or side (or any
available skin) with their front teeth. It's actually an
expression of great happiness but it might be
misinterpreted as aggression. The nibble is hard enough
to easily leave a bruise, so, although it's actually meant
as a true compliment, it's wise to be careful. My boy also
does this and has made contact more than once all just
because he “loves” me.

A variant of this is chattering and air snapping. When
some greys are happy, they may chatter quite loudly,
clicking their lower jaw as though they were cold. You
may see a greyhound do this at mealtime or when their
“person” comes home. Air snapping is similar to nitting
but instead of nibbling at your skin, they snap at the air.
Again, this could easily be misinterpreted as aggression
when it's not. The “shapping” is not aimed at you - it's
aimed at the air.

Other Greyhound Events

Other Extra-Curricular Activities for you and
your hound...

Play Dates: Consider joining the weekly greyhound
play date at Norwood Park in Toronto. The group meets
on Sunday at 12:00 p.m. for a fun-filled hour. Muzzles are
mandatory. Please bear in mind that while participants try
to discourage other pet owners from entering the park,
other breeds do occasionally join in the fun.

Weekend Walks : People gather every few weeks for
a stroll through a neighbourhood park. Please feel free to
organize a walk in your area and post the details to Greyt
Chatter. Arrangements can also be made to have the
information distributed to all GINA members.

Come! Join the fun! See some old friends, meet some
new friends.




